Environmental implications of recombinant DNA technology.
Applications of recombinant DNA technology are discussed as a backdrop for evaluation of the environmental impacts of this technology. Some of applications include using traditional biological techniques for specific purposes, including nitrogen fixation, microbial pesticides, and waste treatment. In these instances the final product lies along a continuum, beginning with an organism marginally performing its function, and ending with one that is highly specialised and very efficient in what it does. One may move along this continuum toward the 'perfect' microorganism by using traditional methodologies of mutagenesis and selection, recombinant DNA technology, or a combination of the two.